
3

1

rr

m

K

THE OPIDM HABIT

What Doctors and Druggists Say About
the Drag The Ylews of the

Police

What Broke Up Opium SmoVing In Luxu-
rious

¬

Dives The Way the OhlncBa
Work It

New York Sun
The extent of tbe opium habit is not to-

be fixed by careful inquiry The record
of the importation of opium to this coun-

try
¬

sho 7j a steady and large increase
In 1S78 1879 and 1880 the imported
opiua reached 207752 pounds 278554-
pm ds and 370000 In later years the
r> iiljici refer to the imporcation of
cases instead of pounds but show the
same result In 1885 2344 cases were
consumed in the United States in 1886

2857 and in 1887 3362 cases The legiti-
mate

¬

uses of opium have of course in-

creased
¬

with the growth of the country
and the population In its medicinal
uses opium is an unmixed blessing and
is spoken of in the medical books as one
of the most valuable remedies But the
testimony of the drug dealers go to show
that the pernicious use of opium increases

The action of the drug and its enslav-
ing

¬

power upon the senses is thus de-

scribed
¬

It is a stimulant narcotic
and a moderate dose administered to a
healthy person increases the force full-

ness
¬

and frequency of the pulse aug-
ments

¬

the temperature of the skin invig-
orates

¬

the muscular system quickens the
senses animates the spirits and gives
new energy to the intellectual faculties
Its operation while thus extending to all
parts of the system is directed with pe-

culiar
¬

force to the brain the functions of-

wh ch it excites sometimes even to in-

toxication
¬

or delirium In a
short time this excitation subsides
A calmness of the corporeal ac-

tion
¬

and a delightful placidity of
mind succeed and the individual insen-
sible to painful impressions forgeting all
sources of care and anxiety submits
himself to a current of undefined and un-

connected
¬

but pleasing fancies and is
conscious of no other feeling than that of
quiet and vague enjoyment Doses
which induce sleep after such an experi-
ence

¬

often are succeeded by nausea
headache and tremors But the recu-
perative

¬

energy of the body if the dose be
not too often repeated is such that there
are no really harmful results In doses
insufficient to produce the full soporifb
effect the stimulating influence upon the
mental function continues longer and
the subsequent calming effect is sustained
for hours Sleep not infrequently is pre-

vented
¬

or rendered so lieht and dreamy
that the patient will scarcely admit that
he has slept at all

These are tne effects sought for and ob-

tained
¬

by the devotees of the drug but
they are purchased at a fearful cost The
smoker of the Chinese pipe progresses to-

ward
¬

the final wreck with increasing pal-
lor

¬

of eyes and faces that once seen can
always be recognized The morphine
eater shows a somewhat similar condition
varied by a tendency to pimples and
eruptions the result of the paralyzing
effect of the drug span the bodily func-
tions

¬

and secretions In all phases of
the habit the will power Is entirely sub-
ordinated

¬
The victim is helpless Any

delay in taking the usual dose results in
horrors such as the snakeseeing drunkard
never dreamed of The stomach is
gnawed by the terrible appetite as with
the sharp teeth cf some wild animal and
pains rack the body and limbs The
head is also affected and a general feel-
ing

¬

of being on the very verge of total
collapse invests the sufferer with a hor-
ror

¬

that Is indescribable
The effects here indicated as the por-

tion
¬

of those who resort to opium habitu-
ally

¬

with a view to its exhilarating influ-
ence

¬

were at one time believed to be in
danger of becoming common in this city
through the medium of Chinese opium
joints They were started quietly in the
cellars of Mott and Pell streets and soon
achieved a success that caused them to
spread The heathen of New York took
to the dissipation with great avidity and
the evil began to attract attention The
queer little Chinese joints with rough
deal bunks and other appointments in
keeping developed into luxurious resorts
decorated with brie a brae hung and car-
peted

¬

with oriental rugs and calculated
to give a tine of splendor to the dreams
of the opium charged brain These dens
crept in among the dives of other sorts
in the up town streets They became the
very fashionable dissipation for men
and women about town actors gam-
blers

¬

and even in some cases actresses
But they are things of the past The
passage of a state law making it an
offense to keep an opium joint was their
death knell There is no law against
smokkg opiumbutthe enactment against
the maintenance of the places gave the
police a control of the matter They had
power to raid these resorts and though
nothing could be done to punish their
frequenters in the end they could be
dragged to the station house when the
joint keepers were arrested and held for
at least a night in a cell This dis-

couraged
¬

the fiends and wiped out the
big joints Occasionally one is started
on tne quiet but soon attracts the atten-
tion

¬
of the police and Is squelched The

latest case of this kind was at 133 West
Thirtysixth street where a basement
was hired by one < Claude Harley from
an unsuspecting old lady who
thought he simply wanted to live there
She found him an unobjectionable tenant
though she marveled at the queer odors
that came from his rooms His many
visitors soon attracted the attention of
the policeman on that post and he re-

ported
¬

the matter to Captain Reilly De-

tective
¬

Jackson was sent to see what was
up and after several nights of watchiDg-
he recognized some of the regular visit-
ors

¬

as opium fiends and the place as a
joint The place was broken up

Captain McCullagh of the Sixth pre-
cinct

¬

a high authority on the subject of
opium smoking says there is not a pub-

lic
¬

joint running in the city Most all of
the Chinamen smoke opium either at
their laundries or in places whji e tiey
meet together And to a very lHiltetex
tent it is possible that soine jpfe

fiends both men and women Sfd an
opportunity to smoke under thfcisame

evil of bkf
dulgence the captain says ntf onger ex-

ists
¬

He ought know for the Sixth
ward was both the place where they orig-
inally

¬

started in this city and wh Pthey
flourished most The pipe fiends re
usually first attracted to thesaplace y
curiosity JfThe first smoke was taken in tlifitsame
spirit The absence the pl lrirable
effects of which they have heard so much
is usually the most striking feature of the
experience of the novice He goes
away with a bad taste In his mouth and a

s 24

conviction that opium smoking is a fraud
and a humbug The next day the bad
taste in the mouth develops into some-
thing

¬

like the flavor of old rags and the
experimenter is conscious of a desire and
craving for something without knowing
just what it is If he gets a smell of
opium smoke when in this condition he-

is seized with the desire for it that shows
that to be the one thing that he has been
wanting He smoKes and the sensations
that have been described become known
to him He is soon a fland and like
all fiends insatiable The more he
smokes the more he wants

Sergeant Price who was with Inspec-
tor

¬

Williams in the famous old Twenty
ninth precjnet as a detective subscribes
to Captain McCullaghs theory tnat these
joints are no longer to be found but he
also says that most of the Chinese laun ¬

dries are joints and that the laundrymen
not only smoke among themselves but
have a few white friends to whom they
furnish facilities for the enjoyment

But adds the sergeant here is no
law against smoking opium and no one
could buy any of one of these fellows un-

less
¬

he was known to be an all right
fiend

Captain Reilly of the Thirteenth street
station eays there are no joints big or
little fashionable or otherwise in the
precinct As in the Thirtysixtu street
case one could only be run a shorr Muie
before attracting the attention f the
police and so leading to its de c uction

The use of the drug in the foi ins that
it is prepared for medicine is ttiu direc-
tion

¬

in which its harmfulness is increas-
ing

¬

An experienced druggist told a Sun
reporter yesterday that every retailer had
customers among the opium eaters They
have to identify themselves as habitual
users of the drug or present a prescrip-
tion

¬

from a physician wli a they
move or go to a new gtiruggist
But when they are knowu they
can get all the opium they are able to pay
for This druggist had one cusiomer an
old lady with a small fixed income who
regularly takes eight grains of morphine
a day in two grain doses He thinks that
if she could afford it her limit would be
not less than twice eight grains Another
regular customer is a young man whose
daily ration is about five grains He
shows the effect of it in a breaking out

the skin that seems to extend over his
whole body Another woman customer
is infatuated with paregoric and buys
and drinks just as much as she can afford
of It every day A pint isfrequently the
measure of her pecuniary ability if not of
her appetite This druggist also had the
custom of an actress who regularly every
two weeks bought 600 onequarter grain
pills of morphine When it is remem-
bered

¬

that onequarter ef a grain is a
maximum dose the enormous doses of
these opium eaters will be understood
and appreciated He says that it Is im-

possible
¬

to get any idea of the extent of
the practice by a canvass among the re-

tail
¬

druggists Even if they answered
the questions with the utmost frankness
there would be no certainty as to the ac-

curacy
¬

the results A customer who
regularly comes to a drug store for quite
a moderate quantity of the drug may be
visiting other stores with the same regu-
larity

¬

and the testimony of any of these
druggists as to his standing as a fiend
would be utterly misleading His experi-
ence

¬

was that the victims of the habit
were most numerous among professional
people actors and actresses and gam-
blers

¬

and sports They are usually in-

telligent
¬

and educated persons rather
above the average of ability and common-
sense on every point except that of the
opium taking He was rather inclined
to think as were most of the retailers
talked to that the practice was on the
increase

Among the physicians whose views
were asked was Dr William A Ham-
mond

¬

He said without hesitation that
the use of opium as a stimulant was in-

creasing
¬

The use of whisky is becom
ing less common and the place it occu-
pied

¬

as a stimulant is taken by beer and
by opium The use of the latter is es-

pecially
¬

fostered by prohibition it is that
which is responsible for the increase in
the use of the drug in this com-
munity

¬

Not prohibition laws of course
but the presence of prohibitive circum-
stances

¬

The man or woman who can-
not go into a barroom or keep whisky on
hand and use it without discovery can
use opium or Indian hemp or something
lite that for a longtime without detec-
tion

¬

UnliKe whisky it does not excite
to frenzies of ugliness but is even more
destructive to morals The opium eater
will stop at no deceit scarcely hesitate
at any crime to possess himself of the
drug for the lack of which his stomach
is torn with pain and his whole being is
unhinged The most pronounced effect
before the breaking up of the system by
the stuff is the utter destruction of the
will power of the patient No cure is
possible that does not include restraint
in the treatment

Dr Hammond thought that the great
amount of superficial knowledge of the
remedies and their effects was one cause
of the spread of the opium habit He
thought it would be well for physicians
to make up the medicines they prescribe
without letting the patient know what
they were composed of He would then
not know what caused the effect in the
dose and would not be in a position to
dose himself or make experiments The
use of the hypodermic syringe he also
thought should never be in the sight of
the patient nor should the physician
teach the use of it to patients

A Thrifty Gang
New Yopk Oct 20 Eranz Mikhoff a

member of an anarchist club which has
been making its Hying by setting fire to
property for the purpose of getting the
insurance money was found guilty of
that offense in the general sessions
court yesterday The alleged lessfer pf
the gang William Schaxf escsjp tfan3tit
was stated at the trial thgr he had fqr
several years made a busiiftfss ofjettiag
fire houses on a bmmlsaion Jqg
owners who desired toget theinsuwmca
money 1 J
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OVEE THE GEEES CLOTH

How Some Showmen Dropped Their Mcracy
In Wyoming

Laramie Boomerang
Eor once the circus did not take more

money out of Laramie than It left here
directly and indirectly and the adverse
circumstances under which the bag shows
gave several hundred citizens about 5

cents worth of exhibition for 1 a head
admission are offset by the fAct that
there was left here between 30CO and

5000 in solid cash for which the losers
received no equivalent whatever except
the satisfaction of dealing with as
they expressed it themselves the
squarest men they ever encountered over
the green cloth-

Accompanying the circus was a small
syndicate of gamblers who had had pretty
near their own way all the way from Port-
land

¬

to this city having given battle and
defeated Faros hosts everywhere along
the line From Portland they carried off
S16000 and from Butte 12000 It is
claimed that they broke the bank at
Shoshone Falls slew the tiger at O den
and vanquished foes of the same species
at Green River and Rawlins They were
blooded and they swooped down on the
Gem City with the expectation of levying
tribute iroui tuis city in proportion to its
wealthy and the size of the menagerie
They reached the city about 9 a m and
at once started in search of the euesStjfl
They wanted a game with a llmit and
when they fell up against Charlie Whit-
man

¬

and Sam Gaason who deal the game
at Cleves old place tney got what they
were lookmg for and by 10 oclock
opened the battle

Tbpy had a limit of 50 part of the time
and 8100 the rest and could have had it-

as mucn higher as they ripsireri At first
the fortunes of war appeared to remiu
with the invaders who had been glutted
with victories elsewhere but the tide
turned against them as the day wore on
and their banners dropped lower as the
evening shadows fell over a field they
would not yet surrender There was no
Joshua to command the sun to stand still
but by the electric light an unbroken
front was presented to the local forces of
King Faro

The news that there was a big game on
hand was noised about town and 100 or
more interested spectators dropped in
and spent the night in watching the
plucky strangers pay down their gold and
greenbacks for yellow ivory chips at 5
per chip and lose them as fast as the
cards could be turned The playing
finally settled down to one man whose
own resources and his credit with his
friends were apparently unlimited He
seldom made a bet as low as 20 and
generally had 150 to 200 on the board
at once Roll after roll of tens and twejt
ties were flashed up and graduallyvah-
ished with stacks of 20 gold pieces pro-
duced

¬

from sundry breeches pockets
He generally invested 100 to 200 in
chips at a purchase but about midnight
put in 700 at one clatter and braced up
for better luck

Victory was not for the invaders this
time however and at ten minutes to 2-

oclock the last chip disappeared the
player closed the rack and rose to go and
in response to the inquiry of one of his
friends if he was ready to quit responded

Well I should say I am He had
dropped about 3000 in the bank during
the sixteen hours he sat in the game The
amount probably exceeded this but these
are bank figures

Besides this crowd there were several
pretty heavy local players who eenerallv
had the same luck one of them losing

400 or 500 It was the biggest game
that has been seen in Laramie for a long
time and while the strangers were nice
enough people the sympathy of the audi-
ence

¬

was for once with the tiger They
came to shear and they went forth shorn
Laramie people may be fooled once on
the shell game but on a square deal they
can accommodate traveling combinations
with almost any sort of amusement they
want

ui
The diploma presented to Benjamin

Franklin by Catharine of Russia to testify
to his investiture as foreign member of
the Russian academy of sciences has
mysteriously disappeared from the Bos-
ton

¬

city hall where it has been preserved
for many years An impression of the
great seal of Russia was inclosed in a
gilt box and attached to the parchment
by a gilt cord
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In cheapening the price of Ths Wkk-
slt Gazette it is the determination to im-
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¬

it3 value to all classes of readers
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CURRENT TOPICS

The Weekly Gazette will be made
full and complete newspaper for all wbo
have not time or Inclination to pore over
the pages of a daily and the constant aiia
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feature that increases the

VALUE OF THE POBLICATIOI-

to the reader

The desire is to put The Gazette la-

the hands of 50000 men during the next
twelve months and to the accomplish-
ment

¬

of this purpose the price will b

cheapened and

The Paper Improyed
It is confidently asserted that The G-

azette
¬

is made by this new departure tia
best paper for the money printed in the
southwest
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